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Letters to the editor* 
Prejudice Showing 
I do not like to confess my sins anymore 
than the next guy so I have put off for 
months writing a letter to acknowledge a 
prejudiced section in my article on "The 
Empty Tomb and the Missionary 
Message" (April 10, 1973). 
After noting that women, according to 
Jewish legal tradition, were not valid 
witnesses in a Jewish law court, in the first 
century, I added jokingly: "you know, who 
could possibly trust feeble feminine 
minds." 
Now unfortunately women jokes (you 
know, "women drivers . . .") are no more 
harmless than "Nigger jokes." They both 
contribute to prejudiced stereotypes. And 
the last thing the Christian Church needs 
to go on doing today is contribute to 
prejudiced stereotypes about feminine in-
feriority. 
It, does, of course. All one needs to do is 
sit on a couple Brethren in Christ com-
mittees and one sees immediately that the 
brethren do not really believe in the equali-
ty of women in Christ the way Paul did 
(Gal. 3:27). 
To the dear sister (both in the flesh and 
in the Lord) who gave me a good sisterly 
scolding in the spirit of Matt. 18 for that 
sexist remark and to all Other sisters who 
may have been offended, I apologize. May 
all of us brothers and sisters in the Lord 
strive to practice what Paul recommended 
to Christian husbands and wives: Be sub-
ject one to another out of reverence for 
Christ" (Eph. 5:21). 
Ronald J. Sider 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Reads Cover to Cover 
I wish to comment on the July 10th issue 
of the Evangelical Visitor. There were a 
number of good thought provoking ar-
ticles. In the one "When Two Worlds 
Collide" by Jay Kesler, the writer explains 
and makes it more understandable why the 
different approaches and use of informa-
tion often causes separation in the home in 
these modern days. The poem "Make Me 
Lord," by Mim Stern touched my heart, 
but then your editorial, "Lets Not Be 
Weary," really talked to us. I think it 
would do us all good to read it again just to 
see if perchance we might have gotten a 
little tired in doing "our little part." 
Perhaps we need to be stimulated. 
While in Africa we have always ap-
preciated the Evangelical Visitor greatly. It 
always has been read from cover to cover. 
The latter part of August we plan to return 
to the field. These four months home have 
been very blessed of the Lord. Many 
contacts were made with the various 
churches. Our lives have been enriched and 
deepened. 
Mrs. Roy H. Mann 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 
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"PASSED 8 TO 6" 
from page three 
waiting to see "who wins" the vote, there is a corporate 
search to learn the "Spirit's answer" as it emerges out of 
the group discussion. This brings a renewed sense that 
business is worship. , 
3. Each member is responsible (Eph. 4) to help in 
finding the answer. Individual gifts, insights, and wisdom 
need to be shared. Responsibility cannot be shoved onto 
others, each must assume it. 
4. Individual differences can be viewed as creative. In 
the vote situation, differences are viewed as hostile, 
defensive threats to one's own position. In consensus, the 
interaction of differences is the stuff out of which the 
"sense of the meeting" emerges. 
5. The decision is binding on all because all participated 
in shaping it. There is a willingness for each to accept the 
decision because this was the answer for all. The im-
plications of the decision are accepted easier than if they 
would be solely the "idea of the majority." 
6. The consensual model of decision-making offers 
greater possibility for unity. Constructive discussion and 
debate which seeks the mind of the Spirit brings a 
continually renewing unity. 
Our committeeing would be more consistent with New 
Testament principles if our minutes read "together we 
agreed . . ." or "it seemed good to us and to the Holy 
Spirit . . ." or "the sense of the meeting was . . ." The 
minutes are important! 
—Don Kraybill 
(From Christian Living) 
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Editorials (guest) 
Softening Up Process 
VXHTHOUT DOUBT some will dispute this editorial 
" but its concern better be discussed seriously. 
Christians, as well as others, are being conditioned today 
by the mass media (TV, newspapers, movies, magazines, 
books) and public meetings to fall for the one who shall 
come and whose appeal will be "all power, signs, and lying 
wonders." 
We are in a softening up process. It is a time of pre-
occupation with astrology, the occult, demonic, satanic 
power, and spiritualism. Books by the dozen are appearing 
about the same subjects. Recently I received a review copy 
of Dictionary of Satanism, which is a 357-page book of 
definitions of current and past terms dealing with the 
occult phenomena. 
This book points out that popular novels, films, music, 
magazines, newspapers, particularly those of the un-
derground type, produce a constant stream of satanic 
encounters, firsthand accounts of presumably unex-
plainable situations involving spirits, witches, and other 
satanic phenomena in their widest application. There is the 
omnipresence of the cult of evil. 
Everywhere there is a passionate eagerness to discover 
and test, to draw new assurances from superstitions and 
spirits, and to describe supernatural experiences. 
W. T. Purkhiser has a real point, "Frankly, I hate to see 
the church follow along with increasing interest in the 
preoccupation with demonology and the type of 'divine 
healing' represented by 'leg lengthening' and 'filling and 
straightening teeth.' 
"In my mind, this is all part of the 'softening up' process 
going on to prepare the public (and even the very elect) for 
the coming of the one whose appeal will be on the basis of 
'all power and signs and lying wonders' (Matthew 24:24; 
John 4:48; 2 Thessalonians 2:9; Revelation 13:13, 14). 
"Paul wrote, 'Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in 
the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils [demons]' 
(1 Tim. 4:1). 
"The grammar of this verse shows that the 'doctrines of 
demons' were not only doctrines originated by demons, 
but doctrines about demons. The genitive indicates not 
only origin but object. 
"I do not mean that Christians should not know about 
the workings of Satan and his demonic hosts. It never 
helps to underestimate one's enemy. 
"At the same time, that knowledge ought to be drawn 
from the New Testament, and the New Testament puts its 
major emphasis on the fact that Satan and his prin-
cipalities and powers are a defeated foe. 'Greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in the world" (1 John 4:4)." 
We must be reminded that possession of any spiritual 
gift or supernatural power is never only or even the 
primary evidence that a person has the Holy Spirit. In the 
New Testament the primary evidence of the Holy Spirit is 
not in some charismatic, spectacular, supernatural, or 
ecstatic gift. The evidence of the Holy Spirit is moral and 
ethical. It is in whether the life and spirit is Christlike. That 
is why the Apostle Paul says, "Any one who does not have 
the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him" (Rom. 8:9). 
In fact it is striking to see that Jesus and Paul warn 
against thinking that the working of great miracles or the 
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displaying of gifts of healing or speaking are sure signs of 
the Holy Spirit at work. In the last times when great signs 
and wonders are done we are told not to follow such but to 
test if such have the Christ Spirit. 
The darkest hours of history were those when men 
sought to demonstrate Christianity by the spectacular 
rather than living the Christlike life. Desiderius Erasmus 
wrote in 1503, "Nor shall I believe that you are in the 
Spirit except I behold in you the fruits of the Spirit." 
Therefore it seems to me we ought to be doubly diligent 
in our awareness of what is certainly a softening up 
process. We must beware of thinking that everything 
supernatural is of God. We better keep our test of the Holy 
Spirit where the New Testament keeps it, in the fruit of 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. 
John Drescher 
Gospel Herald 
"Passed 8 to 6" 
r p H E MINUTES of the trustees' meeting read, "It was 
-*• moved, seconded, and passed (8 to 6) to paint the men's 
room ora/ige. It was moved, seconded, and passed (10 to 4) 
to cut down the two large elm trees in the parking lot (the 
birds are painting the cars). It was moved, seconded, and 
passed (13 to 1) to build a toy shelf in the nursery." And so 
go the minutes of our numerous church committees. 
Recording the minutes is treated as a trivial, unimportant 
task that's normally railroaded onto a woman's lap or the 
least aggressive male at the meeting. 
How the minutes are recorded is important, not for 
parliamentary purity, but because it provides a clue to the 
nature of our decision-making process. How are decisions 
made in the church, specifically in church councils, sewing 
circles, cabinet meetings, stewardship committee, service 
committee, Sunday evening program committee, and on 
and on. Who controls and mediates the power in the meet-
ings of these groups? 
Frequently we may be caught in a mania to streamline 
the church bureaucracy so that it hums with the utmost 
efficiency. The techniques of business operations infiltrate 
our thinking about congregational organization. We 
assume that since the FFA, Rotary, and PTA all "vote 
out" their decisions the congregational committees should 
do the same. But is the win/lose mentality of voting based 
on principles of New Testament fellowship? 
There are different modes of decision-making. The 
autocratic consists of one individual dictating his will and 
opinion to the rest. Democratic voting enables the vote of 
the majority to overrule the vote of the minority. Consen-
sus is a method of decision-making frequently unfamiliar 
in Mennonite congregations. The Hutterites, Society of 
Brothers, and Quakers have historically used a consensual 
form of deciding. 
The consensual method takes time! It's not efficient. It's 
difficult. But it conforms most consistently with basic New 
Testament principles. A few comments can highlight 
specific characteristics unique to consensual decision-
making. 
1. There is a diffusion of power throughout the total 
group (Luke 22:24). There is less of a tendency to form 
power blocks in advance of the meeting. Certainly, loud 
mouths can still dominate, but the structure of the meeting 
encourages a sharing of power. 
2. Seeking the mind of the Spirit (Acts 15) is the 
foremost concern of the gathered committee. Instead of 
to page two 
Mu^te t# the <#*?W nadttlo* 
^JTHAT AN exciting ministry. Four choirs, three 
' " ensembles, and many combinations including solos, 
and instruments. 
For example, the Christmas program "Go Tell It on the 
Mountain." Nearly 650 gathered to hear the combined 
choirs give a glorious tribute of praise to the birth of 
Christ. When 150 choir members begin to tell their friends 
not to miss it, you know its going to be great! 
The choirs filled the front of the sanctuary — standing 
on risers, boxes, and risers on boxes until the choirs 
formed a huge pyramid almost in Christmas tree fashion. 
With John Hess directing from the piano, Karen Heise 
playing organ, and Dawn Hess directing children's choirs, 
the program reached its climax when the entire congrega-
tion joined in singing "Go Tell it on the Mountain, that 
Jesus Christ is Born." Then the candle lighting as we sang 
"Pass It On." 
When John and Dawn Hess left for full-time ministry of 
music, the Lord sent Al and Glenna Clifft. Nazarene 
background, teacher at Azusa Pacific College, specialist in 
orchestra and band, Al has added a new dimension to the 
music ministry. One Sunday evening all who played 
instruments were invited to bring them 45 munutes before 
service. And would you believe we had an orchestra? 
Glenna accompanies at the organ as well as giving 
private lessons. 
The youth choir has been working on "Life," using tape 
accompaniment of orchestra. But when the performance 
time came, Al brought students from Azusa for the 
orchestra. 
But most exciting was to hear the solo parts^nd small 
ad libs by our own teens. It was so great that they planned 
a trip to Fresno and San Francisco to sing in other 
churches. What an enthusiastic group of teens. 
The two children's choirs always add much to the 
services. Dawn Hess taught these as a class, using the 
Choristers Guild materials. Attendance and participation 
improved tremendously. And when they were present in 
service we knew parents and grandparents would be there. 
And this is part of the outreach ministry too. 
How do you keep a music ministry vibrant? Special 
events is one phase: Thanksgiving Festival, Christmas, 
Youth Day, Easter Cantata, Symphonic Choir Sunday. 
A second phase is special groups. The Sunday Evening 
Singers combine six couples who can pick up music 
quickly, practice one hour before service and give a great 
insipration to evening worship. "His Children" are four 
girls who sing with guitar and share folk hymns with us. 
The "Sounds of Joy" is a ladies ensemble who are 
frequently invited to appear in other churches. 
A third phase is involvement — solos, duets, some with 
choir, some in addition to choir. It is amazing how many 
are willing to participate when asked, and how meaningful 
this is. Al even scheduled the pastor to sing with the choir 
one Sunday. 
With it all there is the air of the unexpected. Frequently 
the congregation is asked to sing a stanza without organ. 
Sometimes a trumpet trio or flutes or guitars will 
accompany the choir or congregation or provide the 
offertory. 
Then there was Symphonic Choir Sunday. An 80 voice 
choir combined the Upland and Nazarene choir from 
Pasadena. Also a 25 piece orchestra provided accompani-
ment. They presented the service Sunday morning in 
Upland using our soloists and director. Then in the 
evening they sang in Pasadena using their soloists and 
director. It takes a lot of work, and may cost extra, but 
when 600 people come to visit your church on Sunday 
morning, you know it's worth it. And you know that some 
of these folks do not know Jesus Christ, so the gospel is 
proclaimed. We have found that some of these who come 
to visit, return to worship. 
There is a changing mood to church music. Earlier we 
felt the choir must prepare fine anthems, intricate and 
beautiful. But our congregation soon tired. Beauty and 
excellence are not enough. John Hess introduced us to 
The High School Choir. The Sanctuary Choir. 
|"l"l"l 
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Symphonic Sunday, Al Clifft directing (see article). 
some grand old hymns which he had rearranged. (Some of 
these are now in print.) The congregation could identify 
with, worship with, and sometimes sing with the choir. 
You see, music is a ministry, not for the director, not for 
the choir, but to lead the congregation in worship and 
praise. And if the choir worships as they sing, the 
congregation will catch that spirit. 
Sometimes we enjoy a cantata, sometimes an anthem, 
sometimes a hymn arrangement, and sometimes a new 
folk melody. And all are meaningful so they build into the 
total theme and spirit of the service. For music is not a 
special feature, spot-lighting gifted artists. It is part of the 
flow of worship — it helps us feel joy. It helps us express 
praise. It helps us respond to God. 
The Sounds of Joy. 
Al and Glenna Clifft, Minister of Music and Organist. 
The Junior Choir with Dawn Hess, director. 
- X * I X • | X 
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L. John Weaver 
/ ^ A M B L I N G is the largest il-
^-*legitimate business in the United 
States today. Ten years ago Estes 
Kefauver, then chairman of the Senate 
Crime Investigating Committee, es-
timated that the gross amount bet 
yearly in the United States would 
exceed the combined profits of United 
States Steel, General Motors, General 
Electric, and the top one hundred 
manufacturing enterprises of the na-
tion. 
The trend now is to "legitimize" 
gambling, making it even bigger and 
more pervasive, with governments 
sharing in the take. As new gains in 
power and influence have been made 
by gambling, in all too many instances 
the church has remained silent. The 
individual Christian is left to decide 
alone whether to participate in this 
growing national pastime. 
What is gambling? 
Is it gambling for a young person to 
borrow money to go to school in the 
hopes that he will make it up eventual-
ly in increased satisfactions and 
earnings? 
Is it gambling to walk down the 
street, or even live life itself? 
In a court of law, gambling is 
defined as having three necessary 
elements: (1) a consideration (such as 
money) which is given for the right to 
participate; (2) a game in which the 
outcome is dependent largely upon 
chance; and (3) a prize of some value 
which is paid to the winner. 
Thus, business ventures, insurance 
programs, even marriage, become 
matters of risk, not gambling. 
After forty-five years of research in 
this field, Clyde Brion has written in 
his book, Something for Nothing: 
" G a m b l i n g , and I mean un-
questionable gambling such as betting 
on horse or dog races, betting on the 
outcome of sports events, shooting 
craps, playing slot machines, roulette, 
twenty-one, or black jack, keno or 
You Bet 
Your Life! 
bingo, buying lottery or raffle tickets 
or numbers, is without a doubt the 
most potent vice cherished by the 
human race. . . . No less an authority 
than the notorious Harry Gross (now 
languishing in prison) has said it is 
impossible to operate a bookmaking 
establishment or gambling house 
without police knowledge and conse-
quent bribery." 
"With each passing week," observes 
Newsweek, "gambling seems to take 
on greater significance as a dominant 
social, political, and economic force of 
the 1970s. . . . The trend can be 
attributed partly to the general per-
missiveness of society; like alcohol, 
marijuana, and sexual freedom, the 
institution of gambling is steadily 
losing its shock value and becoming 
accepted as a part of modern life." 
And now the growing number of 
state lotteries makes "legitimate" 
gambl ing as ava i l ab le as the 
neighborhood grocery. Recently Penn-
sylvania and Massachusetts became 
the fifth and sixth states to launch 
lotteries; voters in Michigan have ap-
proved a constitutional amendment 
paving the way for a lottery there. 
Other states are considering similar 
action. 
What is wrong with a "l i t t le 
gambling at the supermarket or the 
race track? Consider these among 
points listed in a leaflet circulated with 
our congregational newsletter: 
1. It won't stay little. Gambling is 
like a drug. It is habit-forming. It may 
start little but it ends big. 
The inner workings of a gambler's 
mind is described by Fedor Dostoevski 
in "The Gambler," a quotation with 
which Newsweek opened its cover 
report recently: 
"I lost everything I had then . . . I 
walked out of the casino, and suddenly 
discovered that I still had one gulden 
in my waistcoat pocket. Well, that'll 
pay for my dinner at least, I said to 
myself. But after I had taken a hun-
dred steps or so, I changed my mind 
and went back to the roulette table . . . 
It's true, it gives you a special feeling 
when you are all alone in a foreign 
country, not knowing whether you're 
going to eat that day, and gambling 
your very last guldens!" 
T h e G a m b l e r s A n o n y m o u s 
organization claims there are ten 
million compulsive gamblers who 
need help. 
2. Any gambling is part of all 
gambling. It's wrong, for example, to 
steal $ 1,000 or to murder ten men. Is it 
not equally wrong to steal only $100 or 
murder only one man? It is estimated 
that at least half the population now 
shares in gambling. 
3. Gambling undermines a com-
munity. As Thomas Dewey once put 
it, gambling "has brought nothing but 
poverty, crime, corruption, demoral-
ization of moral and ethical standards, 
and ultimately a lower standard of 
living and misery for all the people." 
America was not built on luck or 
chance. Dedicated pioneers toiled long 
and hard to clear the land and secure a 
living from it, to build their homes and 
rear their families to see the value of 
honest toil. 
Today the mad scramble on the part 
of management and capital for ever 
larger profits is matched only by 
labor's desire for more pay, less work, 
and lower standards. 
The moral and economic leadership 
of the world has passed from us as one 
result. We have become another 
Babylon, not knowing that in our 
craving for idleness, luxury, and 
something for nothing the kingdom is 
taken from us. 
Gambling corrupts everything it 
touches. Gambling, a social and 
economic leech, inevitably corrupts 
government. 
A few years ago the Senate Crime 
Commission reported that twenty per-
cent of the gamblers' take (one dollar 
in five) is used as a fund to corrupt 
public officials. Gambling supports the 
network of evil which makes com-
munities unsafe and threatens the ruin 
of the nation. 
4. Gambling destroys the gambler 
himself. Christians oppose gambling 
because it damages personality. The 
New Testament, especially Luke 15, 
teaches that the most valuable thing in 
the world is human personality. If we 
follow Christ we love people and use 
things. The gambling promoter uses 
people because he loves money and 
things. 
The p h e n o m e n a l success of 
gambling is based on the appeal to 
to page fourteen 
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Religious News 
Adventist Homes Burned in Rwanda 
With the recent renewal of tribal war-
fare in Rwanda, Africa, hundreds of 
Seventh-day Adventists have been burned 
out of their homes in the central African 
republic. 
According to a cable dispatched from 
Rwanda, 700 members are homeless as a 
result of the strife between the Hutus and 
the Tutsis. 
Emergency funds and clothing have 
been requested for the homeless. H. M. 
Baldwin, director of Seventh-day Adven-
tist Welfare Services, reports that $3,500, 
to be matched by the church's Trans-
Africa Division, and 200 bales of clothing, 
are on the way to Rwanda. 
Adventists have more than 450 churches 
in the African country, with nearly 85,000 
members. In addition to churches, the 
denomination operates Gitwe College in 
Nyanza, and Mugonero Hospital, an 85-
bed facility in Kibuye. 
Worship Experimentation Exhausted 
Congregations, Says Music Expert 
A church music editor in Minneapolis 
says changes in worship are slowing down 
and becoming less flamboyant partly 
because congregations have become ex-
hausted by constant experimentation. 
No longer are congregations as ready as 
they once were "to equate banners and 
balloons and dancing in the aisles with 
vital Christian celebration," said Carl 
Schalk, editor of Church Music and 
professor of organ at Concordia Teachers 
College, River Forest, 111. 
Prof. Schalk said congregations have 
begun to realize that much of what has 
passed for innovation and which was to 
have brought renewed vitality and meaning 
to worship, "has brought only the same 
enervating monotony and sameness as 
before." 
He spoke at a breakfast attended by 120 
organists, choir directors and con-
gregational worship committee chairmen 
of the Twin Cities' area. 
Canon Press Formed By 
Christianity Today 
The theologically evangelical thought 
magazine Christianity Today has formed a 
book publishing ministry to "do at length 
what (the journal) can do only in brief," 
according to Editor Harold Lindsell. 
Canon Press will seek to maintain "the 
standard of publishing excellence es-
tablished by the parent venture," Dr. 
Lindsell stated. 
Manuscripts will be reviewed by a com-
mittee composed of several magazine 
editors, with Dr. Donald Tinder, the jour-
nal's book editor, serving as chairman. 
Manuscripts selected must have an "in-
cisive presentation of evangelical 
thought, and relevance to modern living," 
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the editor said. Fiction, biography, 
reference works, biblical and theological 
exposition will be considered by the staff 
which will share offices with the magazine. 
White-Black Ratio on College 
Entry Nears 50-50 
The proportion of black high school 
graduates entering college in 1972 was 
virtually the same as for whites, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
The federal agency reported that 49.4 
percent of the white and 47.6 percent of the 
black high school graduates of last June 
were enrolled in college as of October 
1972. The 1.8 percent differential between 
the two groups is "considered statistically 
insignificant," the bureau said. 
FCC Renews Short-term Radio 
Licenses for Bob Jones University 
The Federal Communications Commis-
sion has issued rarely-used "short-term" 
license renewals for Greenville, S. C, 
radio stations WMUU-AM and WMUU-
FM, both owned by Bob Jones University. 
With the license renewals went a 
warning that the stations may no 
longer recruit employees alone from with-
in the segregated BJU community. 
Since June 1970 the WMUU operating 
licenses have been held in deferred status. 
In that month the FCC refused to approve 
the BJU renewal application because of a 
complaint from the U.S. Civil Rights 
Commission that the university's radio 
stations discriminated in hiring and 
programming practices. 
97% of Anglicans Uphold 
Church Tie To England 
Ninety-seven percent of Anglicans are 
opposed to disestablishment of the Church 
of England according to an opinion poll 
published in Home Words, a supplement 
appearing in parish magazines throughout 
the country. 
The poll was launched in March and, 
according to the publication, authenticated 
votes poured in by the thousands from 
parishes all over the country. There were 
nearly 32 votes for retention for establish-
ment to ties to the British government to 
every one in favor of disestablishment. 
Cites Biblical Advice on Moderation 
As Salvation in Crisis of Waste 
The parental dictum to "clean your 
plate," which often sounded petty and 
inconsequential to children, is the only 
thing left to rescue America in the current 
energy crisis, a newsman has declared in 
San Mateo, Calif. 
Calling such zeal against waste 
"biblical," John Horgan warned that peo-
ple who flaunt it will do so at their own 
peril. He said driving six blocks to the 
store, leaving unwatched TV sets on, and 
half-empty plates will soon be a thing of 
the past. 
"There is a need for a second glance at 
the very Christian tenets of conservation of 
resources and energy," Horgan said. 
"Christ cautioned against all manner of 
excess. All this applies to today's world 
just as neatly as it did for those folks back 
2,000 years ago." 
200 Million Bibles—Record Distribution 
For United Bible Societies 
Global distribution of the Bible and 
Scripture selections in 1972 exceeded 200 
million copies for the first time in the 
history of the United Bible Societies, 
according to representatives attending the 
board of managers of the American Bible 
Society. 
The American society is one of 55 
national Bible publishing, translating and 
distributing companies affiliated with the 
United Societies. The total of 218,429,595 
Bibles and selections distributed was an 
increase of 27.6 percent over the previous 
year's activity. 
"Unwilling," Not "Unable" NCC 
Contends of Catholics in School Support 
Roman Catholics are apparently not 
"unable" but "unwilling to provide funds 
to keep parochial schools open, the 
National Council of Churches charges. 
The NCC statement urged Congress to 
reject tax credits for parents of non-public 
school students. 
The statement was prepared for the 
House Ways and Means Committee. It 
noted that Catholics have one of the lowest 
capita giving rates of any religious group 
in the nation. 
"If Roman Catholics are not exerting 
themselves any more sacrificially than $30 
or $40 per year per capita to keep their 
schools going, why should the rest of 
society make up the difference?" the NCC 
document asked. 
Churches Operate Bodyguard 
Service For Elderly 
A dozen churches in Huntington Park, 
Calif., have organized voluntary 
"bodyguard" units to protect elderly 
church members from muggings and purse 
snatchings. 
About a year ago three women were 
assaulted outside St. Clement's Episcopal 
Church, which led the Huntington Park 
Ministerial Association to develop the 
protection detail for church members. The 
12 churches cooperating have a combined 
membership of more than 5,000, about 
half of whom are "elderly." 
Propaganda Continues, But Soviets 
Seen Easing Pressure on Religion 
Far fewer instances of people jeering at 
churchgoers this year during Easter were 
recorded in the Soviet Union, leading 
some observers to declare that the 
U.S.S.R. is easing somewhat its 
traditional pressure against Christians and 
Orthodox believers. 
Michael McGuire, Moscow correspon-
dent for the Chicago Tribune Press Ser-
vice, said thousands of police, soldiers and 
druzhniks (part time volunteer police) 
stood outside churches across Russia 
during Orthodox Easter services partly to 
discourage the young from entering and 
partly to protect the rights of the believers 
to go to church. 
In 1961, the Communist Party set a 
target date of 1980 — the 1,000th year of 
Russian Christendom — as the year in 
which religion would be eliminated. This 
date is no longer mentioned. 
Bafanya Mlilo (assistant farm manager) and Sam King inspect the tomato fields 
at Mtshabezi. 
\X7HY are we as a missionary socie-
ty in Rhodesia engaged in the 
business of farming? Have our farms 
contributed or hindered church 
growth? What should our attitude be 
towards our farms in the light of the 
present-day situation? 
In the small country of Rhodesia, 
about the size of Texas, the twelve 
major land-holding mission societies 
own or control more than 400,000 
acres. Our own mission lands in-
cluding Wanezi, Mtshabezi and 
Matopo amount to more than 17,000 
acres. 
From the beginning of missionary 
penetration into Rhodesia the practice 
of most mission societies was to ac-
quire large tracts of land. Some of the 
first missionaries received land by 
ag reemen t with the Matab 'e le 
monarch between 1850 and 1890. 
Others obtained land from the Charter 
Company between 1890 and 1910. 
This company made large and 
generous grants to mission societies in 
the same manner as they made to the 
ear ly s e t t l e r s . S o m e miss ions 
purchased land and some sometimes 
obtained it through leases. 
The general reasons why missions 
obtained large areas of land may be 
stated as follows: (1) as a means of 
In addition to being farm manager at 
Mtshabezi, Sam teaches Bible and has staff 
responsibilities (1/3 load) at the Mtshabezi 
Teacher Training School, Rhodesia. 
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supporting the missionary body con-
cerned, (2) as a means of recognition, 
(3) to obtain a stake in the country, (4) 
as a source of income, (5) as a refuge 
for new African Christians. The 
overall aim was to create "model 
Christian communities which would 
be islands of light in a sea of heathen 
and superstitious darkness." 
Since the establishment of mission 
farms, vast social and political 
changes have occurred which have 
greatly affected the desire and need of 
missions to own land. Generally the 
sentiment about mission farms is 
negative. This is not to say that all 
results of landownership have been 
negative. People who once lived on 
mission farms sometimes assisted in 
spreading the gospel and furthering 
the mission of the church. Some of the 
first preachers and teachers came from 
tenant families living on mission 
farms. The establishment and expan-
sion of various institutions was possi-
ble because land was available. 
Recently our church was able to es-
tablish a youth camp because a 
suitable place was found on the 
Mtshabezi Farm. Of course 6,000 
acres (the size of Mtshabezi) can be 
considered larger than necessary for 
normal expansion. 
However, sentiment and common 
knowledge have it that the disadvan-
tages more than not outweigh the 
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land. The early missionaries appear 
not to have fully understood the im-
plications involved in owning large 
farms. Indeed, most of the reasons 
which missions gave for acquiring land 
have lost their meaning in the present 
day situation. 
Many mission farms have been a 
liability rather than a source of in-
come. In the area of recognition, 
mission farms have rated rather poor-
ly in popularity. Local nationals 
sometimes complain that missions 
possess land which should be theirs; 
government officials sometimes com-
plain of neglect or improper care of 
the land. Missions succeeded partly in 
obtaining stake in the country because 
of the large areas under their control, 
but sometimes the government seems 
to be saying that it could get along 
better without them. 
Missions undoubtedly failed the 
worst in their objective of creating 
model Christian communities. Those 
mission societies who inherited large 
numbers of African families met with 
an almost insurmountable task of 
management (not a Brethren in Christ 
problem). Administrators were often 
reluctant to administer discipline and 
situations developed which hindered 
the progress of the mission. 
The lack of competent staff, little 
understanding of local farming con-
ditions, lack of finances, and changes 
in staff causing problems in continuity 
have all contributed in making mission 
farms unproductive and in some cases 
detrimental to the work of the mis-
sion. 
Since mission farms failed in 
producing the desired results, why 
have they not been disposed of? 
Almost without exception the farms 
which were acquired at the beginning 
of missionary work are still a part of 
the establishment today. In Rhodesia, 
mission lands are difficult to dispose 
of. The cost of surveying alone is huge. 
Some farms are not a viable economic 





invest in them. In cases where rural 
Africans would desire the land, they 
have neither capital nor the means to 
acquire it. In some cases farms were 
offered to the government only to have 
the offer rejected. Apparently mission 
farms will continue indefinitely to be 
held by the mission society. 
Many problems which developed in 
recent years in connection with mis-
sion farms appeared to be similar for 
many of the mission societies, and an 
effort is being made to clarify some of 
the problems and to seek solutions. In 
June 1972 a Consultation On Mission 
Farms was held with 35 delegates rep-
resenting 9 different denominations. 
The aim of this meeting was to share 
ideas or common problems of land 
ownership, to explore the possibility of 
outreach and help with rural develop-
ment and to outline a church land 
policy in light of government policy 
and legislation. 
In this meeting serious discussion 
took place regarding the validity of 
agricultural endeavor as a legitimate 
means of expressing Christian concern 
in mission outreach. Some have shown 
concern that in the past most missions 
have concentrated on academic educa-
tion and medical care but have largely 
neglected the service of teaching 
through agriculture. This is especially 
significant because 80% of the Rhode-
sian population is dependent on the 
land. The development of the Tribal 
Trust Land is one of the greatest 
problems facing Rhodesia today. 
Missions succeeded in bringing 
enlightenment through education and 
in providing better health and greater 
longevity but have little or nothing to 
offer where the people are most depen-
dent on agriculture. 
Since missions are saddled with 
farms, whether or not they are 
desirable, it goes without saying that a 
certain responsibility must be accepted 
as to their maintenance and use. Cer-
tainly the concept of Christian 
stewardship is as applicable to the use 
of land as to any other material sub-
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Some planning is done for remodeling the tomato packing shed. 
stance with which we are entrusted. 
Mission farms must not be neglected, 
not only to avoid the displeasure of 
government but also as a matter of 
conscience. 
However, would it not strengthen 
our justification in landownership if 
something would be done in the line of 
agriculture to help the people to whom 
we come to minister? It is true that the 
government is concerned in land 
development for the national people, 
but sometimes they meet with 
obstacles because of suspicion and 
dislike of government officials. It is 
felt by some that missions could make 
a unique contribution because of their 
position as landowners and farmers. 
Why has the aspect of agriculture been 
largely neglected in missions? 
There are perhaps many reasons but 
no doubt vision and imagination were 
hindered because of nonconstructive 
criticism and serious negative at-
titudes which arose because of the 
many problems mission farms ex-
perienced. Some missions became em-
barrassed by the problems; instead of 
trying to resolve them, they were 
pushed into the background and 
neglected. Missionaries being respon-
sible for farms have simply carried on 
as quietly and unassumingly as possi-
ble to avoid the displeasure of their 
own colleagues. 
There is one example where a 
negative approach to agriculture has 
had the oppos i t e effect. One 
agriculture training school is said to 
have originated because of a statement 
saying the missions should not be 
involved in agriculture. This training 
center gives practical courses in all 
kinds of agricultural activity which 
apply to the local situation. It has been 
a tremendous success. There are other 
missions who have developed areas of 
ministry in agriculture but largely it is 
still being neglected. 
Some mission societies because of 
problems and failures in lan-
downership are turning over the use 
and care of the land to the national 
church. The Brethren in Christ policy 
is that the farms, like all mission 
property, belong to the national 
church and it is up to the church to 
determine their policy of use and 
management of them. As qualified 
nationals are found to manage the 
farms, we expect the missionary 
managers to be replaced as has 
already been done on the one farm. 
That farm is now being operated as a 
successful business of the church. The 
problems of the farm's relationship to 
the over-all church program will not 
have been solved but the responsibility 
will then be moved from the mis-
sionary to the national. It will be 
important that all concerned continue 
working together to bring the most 
good p o s s i b l e from the now 
"unavoidable" ownership of the land. 
Presenting God's Word before waiting clinic "Unto the least of these." 
patients. 
^ tit* 
Staff at Madhipura Christian Hospital. 
He Prayed and God Answered 
OHE lay there so very sick that 
^evening in what appeared to be a 
terminal case of congestive heart 
failure. Labored, noisy breathing, 
foamy secretions at her mouth — 
surely she would not survive. 
Dr. Kreider thought there wasn't 
much hope, but something (or 
someone) prompted him to give 
several intravenous injections as inten-
sive, last-resort therapy. 
Pastor Harun Moses was conduc-
ting prayers in the wards that par-
ticular night and had this to report: 
That night when I came into the ward, I saw 
Edna Kreider 
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the Doctor working with this patient and he told 
me she will probably die. So he advised me to 
talk with the family about this. The patient 
didn't know I was there. 
I started to tell about the Holy Spirit and 
what happens after death. The relatives listened 
well and one said, "Only your Jesus can save my 
mother." So I prayed with them and then went 
on to visit with other patients. One half hour 
later the woman started talking. I heard her 
speaking — searching for her sons — and again 
I prayed for her. 
The doctor received a midnight call 
to see the patient, not because she was 
worse, but visibly improved. He 
reported her to be "as dry as punk." 
Her heart was functioning more nor-
mally and she appeared to be on the 
road to recovery — a real answer to 
prayer. 
This is one example of how 
Madhipura Christian Hospital is 
seeking to serve the whole man. The 
staff is encouraged to participate in a 
spiritual outreach ministry along with 
usual daily tasks. Opportunities to 
share Christ with Hindus and 
Moslems are many, but outward 
acceptance of Him as Lord and Savior 
is slow in this District. Probably on 
this side of eternity we will never know 
all the results of the seed being sown. 
MANAGUA 
from page sixteen 
mission boards who were active in the country at the time 
of the quake. They are the Conservative Mennonite Board 
of Missions (Irwin, OH), the Brethren in Christ Mission 
Board (Elizabethtown, Pa.) and the Evangelical Men-
nonite Conference (Steinbach, Man.). Representatives of 
these three groups invited MCC to assist them. They 
continue to serve as a local field council. 
People as well as funds have come forward. A total of 24 
volunteers have served two months or more. Construction 
workers were recruited through Mennonite Disaster Ser-
vice channels. Community social workers came through 
Goshen College and the constituent mission boards. 
Particularly significant was the ready availability of 
Arthur Driedger, executive director of MCC (Manitoba), 
and Roman Gingerich, professor at Goshen College, to 
give leadership to the project in its early, critical stage. The 
openness of Nicaragua Director Robert and Myreya 
Miller, Ft. Wayne, Ind., to serve for what is growing into a 
one-year term is an important factor for the stability of the 
Nicaragua program. 
Another significant dimension of this cooperative effort 
has been the opportunity to work with the Nicaraguan 
evangelical churches. Soon after the quake they were 
organized under the name of CEPAD under the direction 
of a capable and dedicated Nicaraguan Baptist doctor. 
Today CEPAD has a talented and committed staff of 42 
members. Most of its current budget comes from outside 
sources but it is hoped that when the emergency phase 
recedes it will continue under Nicaraguan direction as well 
as support. 
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But what has this effort done for the people? The value 
of such intangibles as comfort and moral support in a time 
of crisis will never be known. The tangibles come generally 
under the heading of social service, especially house 
construction and repair and the feeding of children. 
When the MCC-MDS project will be completed later 
this year, 300 homes will have been constructed. These 
basic houses are owned by the resident families. The 
families have an obligation to pay four dollars a month to 
CEPAD for a four and one-half year period. In this way 
the MCC donation establishes a rotating fund which will 
serve the needy in Nicaragua through CEPAD for years to 
come. 
Throughout much of this period MCC personnel have 
helped to supervise 20 feeding stations, each of which 
serves breakfast to 400 to 500 children daily. 
Assistance has also been given to ALFALIT, the 
Protestant-sponsored nationwide literacy program; Prova-
dencia, a Baptist-supported agency sponsoring some 
16 clinics for low-income families; Nueva Guinea, a new 
colonization region of 1,500 families including some recent 
quake refugees; $10,000 has been reserved for future 
contingencies which may include a critical shortage of 
food later this year. 
Managua is a 1973 affirmation that the world has not 
been overtaken by calloused hearts and compassion 
fatigue. People gave generously of themselves and their 
substance so that the burdens of those who suffered this 
tragedy could be lightened. To God be the glory. 
— MCC Release 
Evangelical Visitor 
Pulpit and Pew 
Tea Towels, Trust, and the Total 
J. A ndrew Stoner 
Following is an account of God's 
sovereign work in the Western Hills 
congregation (Cincinnati, Ohio). It is 
heart warming. Other instances of 
God's dealings with other congrega-
tions in our brotherhood are solicited, 
(page editor) 
T T WAS at the beginning of this year 
-*• that we received notification from 
the city of Cincinnati that we had only 
a short extension of time in which to 
pave our driveway and parking lot and 
get the final inspection on our 
building. After inquiry and receiving 
bids we realized that the whole project 
was going to cost us nearly $3,500 — 
quite a large amount considering that 
our congregation is new and still small 
in number. We could see no way short 
of a miracle that this much extra 
money could be found within the next 
few months. It was then that our faith 
began to reach out to God. Hadn't He 
promised to supply our needs? And 
wasn't this a pressing need? Therefore, 
if we trusted Him, why couldn't He 
supply the needed finances for this 
project? Thus we as a congregation 
embarked on a new venture of faith 
that has brought us closer together as 
a group and has renewed our con-
fidence in God's ability to work 
miracles as we trust Him alone. 
A brother in the Lord was visiting 
us as we shared the need with our 
people. A few days previously he had 
unexpectedly received $25 which he 
presented to us and challenged each 
person to take one dollar and invest it 
Adult members of the congregation presenting 
their gifts for the "miracle offering." 
in a manner that we felt God would 
bless. During the following weeks each 
Sunday would find a few more people 
taking one of the dollars, and others 
reporting as to how they were using 
theirs. We called it "God's Garden of 
Green Miracles." 
The children set the pace of interest 
and involvement. One girl bought 
some story books to read to her 
younger brothers when she baby-sat 
for them, and in turn, her mother paid 
her for doing it. One girl bought 
furniture polish and helped her mother 
with house chores. Another young girl 
bought a tea-towel and dried dishes 
for her mother. Another girl made 
brownies for which she found a ready 
market. One teenager used her dollar 
to make cream pies. Another used his 
to buy a paint brush with which to do a 
special paint job. One lady made 
decorative pin cushions to sell; another 
knit very attractive shoulder bags for 
some friends. One man used his dollar 
to pay postage on a shipment of candy 
which he sold and gave the profit. 
Another man used his dollar for bus 
fare to work one day and gave that 
day's wages. Others used their dollar 
to write to friends and relatives 
sharing what God had been doing for 
us and explaining our project; others 
invested in phone calls to various 
acquaintences. This spirit of involve-
ment led the ladies to organize a 
spaghetti supper, for which everyone 
helped sell tickets and serve. Through 
this, many new contacts were made in 
the neighborhood and consequently 
some new families have been sharing 
in the life of our fellowship for the past 
few months. 
April 29 was designated as our day 
of ingathering and figuring for the 
total. From the beginning of the year 
special offerings had been presented 
periodically. Some of the people had 
projects other than those relating to 
"God's Garden." Each person allowed 
God to challenge them to give in a 
sacrificial manner. Soon we found 
ourselves beginning to count how 
much we had and how much we knew 
was coming and from where. That was 
a mistake! One cannot trust God for a 
miracle if you can figure for yourself 
how something will work! The closer 
we got to the deadline, the more we 
realized that if the goal was going to 
be met, it indeed was going to be a 
miracle. 
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The girl who bought a tea towel with the $1 and 
earned money drying dishes. 
A victory dinner had been an-
nounced for the day of ingathering. 
That was really a venture of faith. 
With a week to go, we still needed over 
half of the amount. But it was clear by 
that time that the fellowship dinner 
would indeed by a "Victory Dinner" 
whether or not our goal was met, for 
in the twelve weeks of the project we 
had experienced many victories in the 
life of the fellowship. God had 
challenged the people in their spiritual 
experience. We had begun working 
and believing together in a way hither-
to unknown. During the service that 
morning people shared how God had 
blessed their use of $1; others dis-
played tangible results. It was indeed a 
time of rejoicing for new faith, as we 
had trusted the Lord and obeyed Him. 
Then our faith was on the line! Had 
we met the goal? In our rejoicing, it 
did not matter to me whether or not 
we did. It was a day of victory without 
the total of the offering. But as if God 
wanted to prove Himself anew, and 
reward the faith of His children, He 
gave us a total for that day of $3,551! 
But it did not stop there! ". . . 
exceedingly, abundantly, above all 
that you can ask or think" became a 
reality. In the weeks following, ad-
ditional offerings continued coming 
till we now have a final total of over 
$5,000. As a result of the $25 which 
was given for "God's Garden of Green 
Miracles," over $760 was realized. 
The importance of all which 
happened and the total result, goes far 
beyond any monetary value involved. 
The money will soon be spent on 
necessary improvements which will of 
course be seen and remembered. But 
the truly important result is that God 
proved once again that He honors the 
faith of His people. Our confidence in 
His ability to work miracles has found 
a new, high level. Our group has been 
drawn more closely together and we 
fellowship in His presence. Join us in 
our praise! 
We asked God for one miracle, but 
received many! PTL! 
The writer is pastor of the Western Hills 























I am an American 
right smack in the middle of the 
land of the free and the brave 
and they tell me that we're the greatest 
and I should be proud 
and well you know 
I do think I have some kind of freedom 
but they push too hard 
and I just can't get excited 
about a piece bf cloth 
or an old war song 
and they send me an invitation 
to a party to kill some kind 
of non-believers 
and you know, I don't really 
hate those people, so why? and 
I know about some man who said 
there could be other ways 
But they say they'd really like 
me to make it. Got to keep our 
defense strong 
well, mister, I'm sorry, can't make it 
why don't you get your gang together 
and run your own party 
so you can see what an orgy it is. 
Well, they say we don't want any 
of your morals or your religion 
get lost, kid 
well, I guess, I'm just not an all-american boy 
feel kinda bad about it 
you know, all the ideals 
guess I'm just a regular person 
but, maybe that's what we need 
regular people 
got to have some of that 
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GAMBLE? YOU BET YOUR LIFE! 
from page six 
selfishness both on the part of the 
promoter and the patron. The patron 
hopes he will get a lot of money and 
the promoter knows that he will get a 
lot. 
Suppose a $100-a-week clerk who 
has been functioning rather normally 
with his income were to win $200 on a 
$2 bet. He now has taken $198 out of 
society and has put little or nothing 
back. This does something to him. He 
is now likely to become less capable of 
functioning normally at his old job, 
especially if he should win several 
times. 
He has learned what seems to be a 
shortcut. Greed enters and he begins 
to feel that he was a fool to have 
worked so hard for so little before. 
Gambling does something vicious to a 
person's character. 
5. Gambling is the denial of 
stewardship. Christianity is a giving 
faith. Jesus said, "If you then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will 
your Father who is in heaven give 
good things to those who ask him? So 
whatever you wish that men would do 
to you, do so to them; for this is the 
law and the prophets" (Matthew 7:11, 
12, RSV). How different from this is 
the lure of getting in gambling? 
The gambler assumes the right to 
take out of society more than he puts 
in. This is what Ray Sprigle meant 
when he said, "Gambling is an easy 
form of theft." It is a violation of the 
commandment: Thou shalt not steal. 
Gambling is based on greed. Christ 
calls us to love and care for others and 
to give to the needy. 
I believe that everything we have is 
received in trust from God. "The earth 
is the Lord's and the fulness thereof." 
Gambling is a waste of precious 
resources. The fruits of gambling are 
crime, corruption, wasted fortunes, 
crippled legitimate business, and 
despair. 
6. The end does not justify the 
means. Susanna Wesley wrote: 
"Would you judge the lawfulness of a 
pleasure take this rule: Whatever 
weakens your reason, impairs the 
tenderness of your conscience, 
obscures your sense of God, or takes 
away the relish of spiritual things, 
whatever increases the authority of 
your body over your mind, that is 
wrong!" 
Gambling is not right because the 
"profits go for a good cause." Would 
it be right to rob a bank if I gave to the 
Scouts? Or murder a man as long as I 
gave the body to medical research? 
A " l i t t l e " murder, a " l i t t l e " 
housebreaking, a "little" adultery, or 
a "little" gambling — all stand con-
demned for one who seeks to follow 
Christ. Regardless of the cause for 
which the profits are supposed to go, 
can the end possibly justify the means 
when the means corrupts character? 
Let us see gambling for what it is: 
An evil that promotes the worst and 
often destroys the best. 
Why not gamble? 
Because the stakes are too high — 
the health of the community, nation, 
and one's very life. And that's a sure 
bet. 
—Reprinted by permission from Church of 
the Brethren Messenger. 
Church News 
MCC 
MCC Self-Study To Hold 
Workshop Conference 
Seventy to eighty Mennonite Central 
Committee members and delegates will 
meet October 31 to November 2, 1973 to 
study and discuss the future direction of 
MCC as a part of the 1972-74 Self-Study. 
This special meeting of the MCC, based 
on action of the 1973 Annual Meeting, is 
an invitational meeting involving the 34 
MCC members, as equal number of con-
ference and MCC (Canada) selected par-
ticipants, and some MCC staff and 
resource persons. 
During the past year the 53-year-old 
MCC has been engaged in a self-study 
under the direction of the Executive Com-
mittee with Robert Kreider as study direc-
tor. 
In a May 22 planning session, attended 
by the MCC Executive Committee and six 
additional conferences representatives, 
"critical issues" were selected for study at 
the October 31 to November 2 meeting. 
The following were selected from a series 
of issues identified by MCC members: 
1. Mission, service and evangelism — 
interrelationships. 
2. Structures for decision-making: 
organizational alternatives, mul-
tinational patterns and regional 
patterns. 
3. Resources: How shall the financial 
and material aid support for MCC be 
encouraged and controlled? How 
shall personnel be selected, placed 
and received back? 
4. The continuing evaluation process. 
5. Continuing tasks: What are un-
finished administrative tasks? What 
are unfinished policy tasks? 
At the May 22 session a planning com-
mittee of five for the special fall meeting 
was naiped. These committee members are 
H. Ernest Bennett, Roy V. Sider, Paul N. 
Kraybill, Heinz Janzen and Newton 
Gingrich, with Robert S. Kreider as staff 
resource person. 
MISSIONS 
Gulabi McCarty returned to India July 
29, having spent several months in Canada 
visiting her son Robert. 
Mike and Holly Graybill leave for Japan 
August 16 from Portland, Oregon, to 
begin 3-year Voluntary Service terms. 
Joe and Marietta Smith plan to begin 
two months of study at Francis Schaeffer's 
L'Abri Institute (Switzerland), beginning 
in late August. 
George and Ethel Bundy and family are 
scheduled to arrive home on furlough from 
Rhodesia on August 31. 
Africa General Conference is being held 
at Matopo Mission, Rhodesia, August 22-
26, coinciding with special observances of 
the 75th Anniversary Celebration of the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Africa. 
CONFERENCES 
ALLEGHENY 
The Green Spring congregation held a 
Galilean service along the Conodoguinet 
River with Rev. Earl Lehman as guest 
speaker. Seven persons were baptized and 
five persons were received into church 
membership. Rev. John L. Rosenberry is 
the pastor. 
The Mechanisburg congregation held a 
farewell fellowship tea for Pastor W. 
Rupert Turman and family on Sunday 
evening, July 22. Rev. Ralph Palmer will 
be ins ta l led as pas tor of the 
Mechanicsburg congregation on Sunday, 
August 19. 
Paul Sollenberger being presented with a plaque 
in honor of his twenty-three years of service as 
deacon of the New Guilford Church. Left to 
right: Laban Wingert. newly elected deacon; 
Paul Sollenberger; Rev. Marlin Ressler, pastor; 
and Lewis Knepper, deacon. 
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Elizabethtown Congregation 
Observes "Sacrament 
of the Good Earth" 
Members and friends of the 
Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ Church 
gathered on the gently sloping lawn by the 
lake on the Paul Wolgemuth farm on 
Sunday evening, July 8. 
The beautiful, pastoral setting has often 
been the scene of an outdoor church 
service, but this time there was an added 
feature as the pastor led the worshippers in 
the "Sacrament of the Good Earth." 
Each person was given a cup. Those 
worshippers who wished could go to the 
nearby spring and fill the cup with clear-
cold water. Others had their cups filled 
from a pitcher of spring water. While the 
congregation sat enjoying the water, the 
Pastor, Glenn Ginder, spoke about the 
value of water, God's gift to the earth and 
referred to the scriptural symbolism of 
water. 
Several young people then took bowls of 
fresh fruit and passed among the congrega-
tion to serve them. As each one enjoyed the 
fruit (grapes and cherries), Rev. Ginder 
spoke on the value of fruit, earth's gift to 
man. In both parts of the service he used a 
text from Psalm 119: "The Earth O Lord 
is full of thy mercy: teach me thy statutes." 
The pastor explained, "It was a new 
thought. But there was that ideal setting so 
inspired by natural beauty; lush grass, the 
lake with a wooded backdrop and near us 
the sparkling spring that emptied into the 
lake (the spring also provides drinking 
water for the Wolgemuth family.) I 
wondered how often we give thanks to God 
for His good earth." Rev. Ginder con-
tinued: "These days we can easily get quite 
disturbed over the ecological problem. We 
wanted to be positive, so we decided to get 
together as a congregation to celebrate 
'The Sacrament of the Good Earth,' giving 
God thanks for His often-taljen-for-
granted gifts." 
Reprinted from The Elizabethtown Chronicle. 
ATLANTIC 
The Bellevue Park congregation had a 
musical program for their Sunday morn-
ing worship service on July 29. The 
"Wayfarers Girls' Club," a 30 voice youth 
choir from the Mennonite Church in 
Reading, presented the program. The 
pastor is Rev. John K. Stoner. 
The Manor congregation has recently 
been designated as "Sunday School of the 
Year" by the Board of Christian Educa-
tion. This is based on the highest percen-
tage of average attendance, a 6.8% gain 
during 1972. The pastor is Rev. Henry N. 
Hostetter. 
The youth of the Stowe, Perkiomen 
Valley, Souderton, and Silverdale con-
gregations met together on Sunday 
evening, July 29, for a time of fellowship. 
The film, "A Thief in the Night" was 
shown. 
CANADIAN 
The Ridgemount congregation had as 
guest speaker, Rev. Norton Coons on 
Wednesday evening, July 18. Rev. Coons 
spoke about and showed slides of his work 
in Jamaica. Rev. John W. Schock is the 
pastor. 
CENTRAL 
The Fairview congregation held an out-
door service on Sunday evening, July 15 at 
the Raymond Niesley home. Dr. Samuel 
Brubaker was the speaker. Rev. Ralph E. 
Palmer is the pastor. 
August 25,1973 
The Valley Chapel congregation had as 
special guest speaker, Rev. James F. Bur-
dick, on Sunday morning, July 1. Rev. 
Burdick was a member of the Billy 
Graham organization and is presently 
administrator of Heritage Christian 
School of Canton. The pastor of Valley 
Chapel is Rev. Ted V. Burwell. 
Rev. and Mrs. Marlin Zook were guests 
of the Christian Union congregation on 
Sunday, July 15. The Zooks are mis-
sionaries to Japan. Rev. Zook brought the 
morning message. The pastor is Rev. H. 
Melvin Boose. 
MIDWEST 
The "Sisters" organization of the 
Mountain View congregation held a "Let's 
get to know you," dinner on Tuesday 
evening, July 24. Each lady of the group 
was urged to invite someone she did not 
know very well from the congregation. 
Rev. Samuel Hollingsworth is the pastor. 
PACIFIC 
The Chino congregation recently held a 
dedicat ion service for their newly 
purchased bus. During the service church 
treasurer, Lawrence Groff, presented the 
bus key to student pastor , Kevin 
Longenecker, who will serve as the bus 
pastor. The pastor at Chino is Rev. 
Charles M. Rickel. 
The high school team from the Upland 
congregation spent the week end of July 21 
in San Francisco. The pastor is Rev. Elbert 
N. Smith and associate pastor is Rev. 
Henry N. Miller. 
BIRTHS 
Horn: Jennifer Lynn, born June 7 to Mr. 
and Mrs. James Horn, Jr., Paramount 
congregation, Md. 
Michalsky: Mark Edward, born July 15 
to Mr. and Mrs. Edward Michalsky, 
Waynesboro, Pa. 
Shonk: Leon Eric, born July 13 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Leroy Shonk, Mt. Pleasant 
congregation, Pa. 
Umholtz: Eric Lee, born July 14 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Leo Umholtz, Cross Roads 
congregation, Pa. 
WEDDINGS 
Keckler-Haapala: Judith Ann, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer J. Haapala, Green-
castle, Pa., and Dana, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Keckler, Waynesboro, Pa., June 30 in 
the Hollowell Church with Rev. Kenneth 
Engle officiating. 
Moore-Stephens: Lynda Faye, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Stephens, 
Dunnville, Ont., and Arnold Gordon, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Moore, Wainfieet, 
Ont., July 14 in the Wainfieet Church with 
Rev. Ronald Lofthouse officiating. 
Ott-Myers: Donna Nae Myers and 
Wesley Leroy Ott, Jr., July 15 in the South 
Mountain Chapel with Rev. Hubert Stern 
officiating. 
Sands-Cutman: Bonnie Louise, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Luther W. Cutman, New 
Cumberland, Pa., and Stephen E., son of 
Eugene Sands and Mrs. Sylvia Lehman, 
Halifax, Pa., June 30 in the Millersburg 
Grace United Methodist Church with Rev. 
J. A. Murlock officiating. 
OBITUARIES 
Crider: Paul Douglas Crider, 26, born in 
Chambersburg, Pa., died July 11, 1973, in 
Westfield, Pa. He was the son of Bertha 
Sollenberger Crider Heisey and Paul Dean 
Crider. He was married to Nancy Singer 
who survives. Also surviving are two 
daughters: Crystal and Kelly Jo; his 
mother; stepfather, H. Orville Heisey; 
maternal grandparents; one half brother; 
and two half sisters. He was preceded in 
death by his father and one half brother. 
He was a member of the Jemison Valley 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was held in the Jemison Valley 
Church with Rev. Samuel Oldham and 
Rev. Allen Brubaker officiating. A service 
was also held at the Green Spring Church 
with Rev. John Rosenberry and Bishop 
Henry Ginder officiating. Interment was in 
the Air Hill Cemetery. 
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MANAGUA 
Loaves and Fishes in 73 
T VISITED Managua days after the tragic quake of 
•'-December 23 and now again six months later. What 
progress can be seen? 
Already one week after the quake one was impressed 
with the city's ability to bounce back. This was even more 
evident in July. The essential services such as electricity, 
telephone, water, mail and transportation have been 
restored. One is impressed that such an atmosphere of 
normalcy can exist with the center city still lying in ruins 
and with thousands of families still homeless. 
No official decision to rebuild has yet been made. The 
center city is fenced off with barbed wire. The lots have 
been cleared with the rubble sorted into piles of beams, 
piles of splintered wood and piles of crushed cement and 
adobe. There is an atmosphere of waiting. On what? 
The tragedy of December 23 has brought the residents 
of Managua into a more sober realization of its geological 
foundations. Whether the city should be rebuilt is no moot 
question to those who lived through the quake. Many say 
they will never live there again. More study is being given 
to the six geological faults which traverse the city. 
More careful study is also being given to a practical 
building code. That soundly constructed buildings survived 
the quake is evidence that the effects of future quakes can 
be sharply reduced. But quake resistant construction is 
substantially more expensive. This especially affects the 
poor. 
Informed sources predict the pre-December 23 
Managua will not be duplicated. It is expected that the new 
city will be spread out more, avoiding the geological faults 
and concentrating along with the major highway toward 
Masaya. 
The rebuilding of Managua is also limited by the 
resources of Nicaragua and its own internal problems. A 
drought with a developing food shortage was in process as 
the quake occurred. Presently the nation's construction 
and medical workers are on strike. The quake emergency 
was heaped on top of an already heavy national agenda. 
Managua six months after the quake -
by Nelson Hostetter. 
an atmosphere of waiting. Photo 
Six months after the quake a Nicaraguan family has found a home in an 
MDS constructed house. Photo by Nelson Hostetter. 
What has Mennonite Central Committee done? 
Whatever has been done has been done within the wider 
context of the wider effort. The only funds available at the 
outset were the $10,000 pledged from the MCC emergency 
fund. In biblical fashion of the loaves and the fishes, this 
$10,000 has grown to $150,000 plus material. 
The Mennonite and Brethren in Christ constituency 
responded. In spite of the fact that no general appeal was 
given in order not to distract from other giving, $35,000 
has been received through this channel. Most of this came 
in relatively small amounts including churches in Japan, 
Puerto Rico, Austria and Mexico. In the end it has not 
been necessary to draw from the MCC emergency fund. 
Through MCC (Canada), $25,000 was received from the 
Canadian International Development Agency, matched by 
$7,500 from Canadian Mennonite sources. Also 
Canadians shipped a substantial quantity of milk and 
other material to Nicaragua. 
Finally the Lilly Foundation came forward with $50,000 
to permit a more extended MCC effort. 
Another dimension of this cooperative effort in 
Nicaragua was the involvement of three MCC constituent 
to page ten 
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